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SUB J : SINGAPORE RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA 

1 . 1 ESCORTED VISITING BROOKINGS SCHOLAR A. DOAK BARNETT 
TO MEETING WITH GOS FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM NOVEMBER 18, 

AND AMONG OTHER SUBJECTS DISCUSSED RAJARATNAM REFERRED TO CURRENT 
STATE OF SINGAPORE RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA ALONG FOLLOWING 
LINES: 

2. GOS HAS HEARD NOTHING FROM CAMBODIANS ON ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, WHICH HAVE BEEN IN STATE OF SUSPENSION 
SINCE APRIL 1975. RAJARATNAM EXPRESSED VIEW THAT BECAUSE OF 
PREOCCUPATION WITH INTERNAL MATTERS CAMBODIANS SIMPLY DO NOT 
WISH TO BE BOTHERED BY NEED TO CARRY ON DIPLOMATIC INTERCHANGES 
WITH TOO MANY COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, RAJARATNAM SAID THAT "THEY 
HAVE APPROACHED US" (HE DID NOT SAY WHERE BUT VENUE COULD HAVE 
BEEN NEW YORK) ON SUBJECT OF ESTABLISHING TRADE RELATIONS, 

POSSIBLY TO INCLUDE OPENING OF CAMBODIAN TRADE MISSION IN 
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SINGAPORE. HE REMARKED THAT CAMBODIA WOULD NEED TO REESTABLISH 
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MARKETS FOR TRADITIONAL EXPORT PRODUCTS SUCH AS RICE AND FISH, 

AND THAT SINGAPORE WOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE SUCH PRODUCTS. SINGAPORE 
COULD ALSO FURNISH GOODS CAMBODIA NEEDED FOR ITS OWN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. 

3. ACCORDING TO RAJARATNAM, SINGAPORE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ACCEPT A CAMBODIAN TRADE MISSION. HE WAS UNCERTAIN. HOWEVER, 

HOW SOON ANY ACTION TO THIS END MIGHT BE TAKEN ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT CAMBODIAN LEADERS CAPABLE OF MAKING DECISIONS OF THIS 
NATURE APPEAR TO BE VERY FEW IN NUMBER. HOLDRIDGE 
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